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Yagers in the pursuit killed sixty or seventy of them. I joined General Johnstone at Old Boss; he proceeded with me to Carrickburn, which we found evacuated. The Major-General then returned to Ross, leaving me orders to proceed to Fookes Mill, where he said I should be joined by the Queen's and the 24th, which had landed from England at Duncannon. I took post that evening at the house and park of a Mr. Sutton. The country through which we had passed was rich and beautiful, but perfectly deserted. The soldiers, contrary to all orders, quitted their divisions and set fire to many houses. It was shocking to see a fine cultivated country deserted of its inhabitants and in flames. I have prevented this from happening since then, and our last marches have been conducted with regularity.
On the 2Oth I sent out a strong detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Wilkinson to patrol towards Tintern and Clomnines to observe the country, to communicate with the troops I expected from Duncannon, and on his return to forage cattle for the camp. He reported that he had found straggling parties of the rebels, many of whom his men had killed. .The inhabitants were flown, and he had seen nothing of the troops I expected. My orders were to proceed that day to Taghmou, seven miles from Wexford. I waited till 3 P.M. for the troops that were to join me. Hearing then nothing of them, I determined to move forward. I had 1000 men under me; I thought this sufficient to hold my ground against the rebels; and as part of the general plan was -for me to be at Taghmore that day, I did not wish to disappoint it by failure on my side. I set out at 3 P.M. We had not marched above a mile when a cloud of dust was seen moving towards us. This we immediately perceived to be a large party of rebels. I knew something of the ground from having reconnoitred it in the morning. I immediately ordered the Yagers to advance and skirmish, whilst I formed part of the Light Infantry on the right and left of the road, and then ran forward the guns to a commanding situation at the crossing of two roads.